Software/Technology Evaluation Form

Program title: Reading for Meaning

Version:



Publisher: Tom Snyder Productions

Vendor: 


Program cost: 85.00

License cost: 349.95

RAM Requirements: 32MB


Content area(s): Reading/Language Arts

Grade/Ability Level: 3-8th grade


Specific topic(s): Reading Comprehension, main ideas, inferencing, sequencing, cause and effect


Equipment/Setup Requirements: (Check All that Apply)


Computer Platform:  __X_ PC ___X MAC ___ Hybrid __X_ Networkable


Distribution Format:  ___Disk _X__ CD _X__WWW 


Equipment Requirements:  __X_ Multimedia Capabilities _X__ Internet Access ___ Other
 


Input Devices: _X__ mouse  _X__ keyboard/command X___ menu ___ Other 


Type of Application: (Check all that apply)


_____
Drill-and-Practice
_____
Reference

_____
Tutorial
__X___
Productivity Tool

_____
Gaming
_____
Simulation


_____
Discovery
_____
Problem Solving


__X___ 
Other _targets reading skills related to reading comprehension for specific pieces of literature_______________________

Features:  (1=Good, 2=Fair, 3=Poor.  Add Comments in the space provided.)
1 2 3 NA
On-line helpFair, I have had trouble creating formats for literature pieces I have chosen that are not offered in the software which could not be solved on-line.

 
1 2 3 NA
Documentation Good


 

1 2 3 NA
Technical support Good, the 1-800 number offered a quick solution to set up and other problems



1 2 3 NA
Re-teaching/review Good This program is designed to improve student reading comprehension after reading a specific piece of literature or poem

1 2 3 NA
Instructions Fair  I have had trouble with initial set up if teacher designed worksheets that were solved with a telephone call


1  2  3 NA
Content Good offers 35 complete lessons for award winning pieces of literature from 30 authors, many genres, stories and poems


1  2  3 NA
Management options Good can be used for whole class, small group and individuals, can be used with any piece of literature


1  2  3 NA
Feedback Good offers students answers to incorrect questions and percentage score


1  2  3 NA
Bias free Good incorporates a variety of literature plus teachers can create worksheets for any literature piece


1  2  3 NA
User friendly Good  once problems were solved in initial set up students easily followed four step process 


1  2  3 NA
Meets objectives Good is designed to improve student reading comprehension and targets skills covered on many standardized tests including main idea,infernence,sequence and cause and effect


1  2  3 NA
Speed of operation Good

Overall assessment of Features:

Screen design: (1=Good, 2=Fair, 3=Poor.  Add Comments in the space provided.)



1  2  3 NA
Readable Good the predesigned lessons are adapted to the reading level of the piece of literature and grade level of reader
 


1  2  3 NA
Visually pleasing  Good clean design, nice colors, graphic fro age range that can use the program 3-8th grade


1  2  3 NA
Attention getting Good


1  2  3 NA
Consistency of format Good format remains the same for complete predesigned lessons as well as the teacher created lessons


Reviewed by: _Christine Curren__________________________   
Recommended: 
_X__ yes
___ no

Cost Effective:
__X_ yes
___ no

Additional comments: The preselected literature pieces chosen by the makers of this software program are excellent including many Newberry and Caldecott award winners .  What I really like about this software is that t it allows teachers a great management method to access students reading comprehension for a variety of literature pieces.  Students can be assigned a story and complete the questions related to what appear on many standardized tests.  With so much emphasis placed on testing this allows for assessment based on individual students.  Many teachers rely heavily on the Accelerated Reader Program designed by Renaissance Learning.  The problem with Acceralted Reader is that schools must continually purchase new software for groups of literature.  With Reading for Meaning, teachers can develop their own assessments for any piece of literature on their own.  The four-step process is easy to follow and prompts teachers to include a variety of comprehension questions for each piece of literature.
