Software/Technology Evaluation Form

 
Program title: Reading for Meaning
Version:
not stated
Publisher: Tom Synder Productions
Vendor: 
Tom Synder Productions
Program cost: $59.95 
License cost:  RAM Requirements: Pentium Computer/works best with T1 internet connection
Content area(s):Language Arts/ Reading  
Grade/Ability Level: Grades 3-8
Specific topic(s): Program targets main idea, inference, sequence, cause and effect, and compare /contrast
 
Equipment/Setup Requirements: (Check All that Apply)

Computer Platform:  ___ PC ___ MAC     X   Hybrid ___ Networkable

Distribution Format:  ___Disk _ CD _X_WWW 

Equipment Requirements:  X Multimedia Capabilities _X Internet Access ___ Other


Input Devices: X  mouse  X  keyboard/command   X menu ___ Other 

 
Type of Application: (Check all that apply)

_____
Drill-and-Practice
_____
Reference

___x__
Tutorial
_____
Productivity Tool

___x__
Gaming
___x__
Simulation

___x__
Discovery
___x__
Problem Solving

___x__ 
Other opened-ended questions
 
Features:  (1=Good, 2=Fair, 3=Poor. Add Comments in the space provided.)
 
1  2  3 NA
On-line help Never had to use it

1  2  3 NA
Documentation Easy to read and follow


1  2  3 NA
Technical support Never had to use it


1  2  3 NA
Re-teaching/review Excellent to use as a review

1  2  3 NA
Instructions Easy to follow

1  2  3 NA
Content Content geared to reading level, excellent literature selections that include 30 famous authors

1  2  3 NA
Management options Flexible, can be used in whole group, small group and individual activites

1  2  3 NA
Feedback Never used it
1  2  3 NA
Bias free  Producer is obviously tried to reduce bias as much as possible
1  2  3 NA
User friendly Very easy to use, even students with limited technical skills could use program
1  2  3 NA
Meets objectives Inference activity is best I have seen in 15 years 
1  2  3 NA
Speed of operation Works fine as long as internet is running smoothly
 
Overall assessment of Features: This is one of the best software programs I have seen to teach hard concepts for struggling readers to grasp. The format of the program is highly interactive and the fact that the independent work is geared to reading level is a bonus. Since the program is internet-based, it doesn’t work as well if there isn’t a T1 line to the classroom. I would highly recommend this program for higher elementary, middle and lower high  school students. An A+ software program in my opinion. 

Screen design: (1=Good, 2=Fair, 3=Poor. Add Comments in the space provided.)


 
1  2  3 NA
Readable Easy to read and simple to follow

1  2  3 NA
Visually pleasing  Cartoon format is entertaining and enjoyable to watch

1  2  3 NA
Attention getting All students (and teachers!) enjoy the lessons, the flow is enjoyable, students enjoy learning hard-to-learn concepts

1  2  3 NA
Consistency of format  All lessons are of high quality and are similarly set up so that teachers and students can easily flow from one lesson to another

 
 
 
Reviewed by: Gail Duggan     
Recommended: 
__X_ yes
___ no
Cost Effective:
X   yes
___ no
 
Additional comments: I would highly recommend this software program to any teacher.
