Software/Technology Evaluation Form

Program title: WebShop Designer 2000                                      Version: 6.17


Publisher: Boomerang Software, Inc
                                           Vendor:  Soft-Trade

Program cost: $79.95                      License cost: included          


Requirements: IBM-compatible PC with either Windows 95, 98, 2000 or NT installed; minimum of 16 MB RAM, 

and minimum of 50 MB of hard disk space

Content area(s): Web Publishing                        Grade/Ability Level:  intermediate PC user

Specific topic(s): Web site design
Equipment/Setup Requirements: (Check All that Apply)


Computer Platform:  _X_ PC ___ MAC ___ Hybrid ___ Networkable


Distribution Format:  ___Disk _X_ CD ___WWW 


Equipment Requirements:  X_ Multimedia Capabilities ___ Internet Access ___ Other
 


Input Devices: _X_ mouse  ___ keyboard/command  ___ menu ___ Other 


Type of Application: (Check all that apply)


_____
Drill-and-Practice
_____
Reference

_____
Tutorial
__X__
Productivity Tool

_____
Gaming
_____
Simulation


_____
Discovery
_____
Problem Solving


_____ 
Other ________________________

Features:  (1=Good, 2=Fair, 3=Poor. Add Comments in the space provided.)
1  2  3 NA
On-line help: 1 Good - help available through links to homepage 

1  2  3 NA
Documentation: 1 Good 

1  2  3 NA
Technical support: 1 Good - technical support available on-line at www.boomerangsoftware.com
1  2  3 NA
Re-teaching/review: 1 Good - 
1  2  3 NA
Instructions: 1 Good - Single click icons, tabbed interface and cascading style sheets

1  2  3 NA
Content: 1 Good – easy to use features

1  2  3 NA
Management options: 2 Fair: Web-hosting services available starting at $14.95 per month

1  2  3 NA
Feedback: N/A

1  2  3 NA
Bias free: N/A

1  2  3 NA
User friendly: 1 Good – very user friendly when used for designing a web page

1  2  3 NA
Meets objectives: 1 Good 

1  2  3 NA
Speed of operation: 1 Good 

Overall assessment of Features:

Screen design: (1=Good, 2=Fair, 3=Poor. Add Comments in the space provided.)



1  2  3 NA
Readable: 2 Fair – a lot of buttons, appears a little overwhelming

1  2  3 NA
Visually pleasing: 1 Good – easy-to-use buttons

1  2  3 NA
Attention getting: 2 Fair

1  2  3 NA
Consistency of format: 1 Good – consistent design throughout program

Reviewed by: Tina Goulet

Recommended: 
_X_ yes
___ no

Cost Effective:
_X_ yes
___ no

Additional comments:

For basic web site design, an everyday PC user could use this product. However, you will need to play around with all the buttons (and there are a lot).  Include many multimedia products such as JAVA objects, WAV and MIDI files for sound, AVI files for video, and animated GIF files for activity, definitely has a comprehensive graphic and multimedia library. Templates are a nice feature, as well as the drop-and-drag feature for objects and text. Has WYSIWYG interface, which is a plus. The program offers database queries and conditions, which interface with Microsoft Access.  The database portion of the program would require an experienced user.  The program comes with a 217 page User Guide and a 65 page Quick Start Guide – very helpful for referencing. I thought the price of the software was very reasonable.

