Software/Technology Evaluation Form

Program title: Inspiration

Version: 7



Publisher:  Inspiration Software, Inc.

Vendor: Tom Snyder


Program cost: 5 CD’s/$20 each

License cost: $895.99 (site)

RAM Requirements: 8MB


Content area(s): All

Grade/Ability Level: High School (9-12)


Specific topic(s): Create concept maps, webs, and flow charts in the Diagram view.

Equipment/Setup Requirements: (Check All that Apply)

Computer Platform:  __X_ PC __X_ MAC ___ Hybrid __X_ Networkable


Distribution Format:  ___Disk __X CD _X__WWW 


Equipment Requirements:  ___ Multimedia Capabilities ___ Internet Access ___ Other: Word type input
 


Input Devices: __X_ mouse  __X  keyboard/command  _X_ menu ___ Other 


Type of Application: (Check all that apply)


_____
Drill-and-Practice
_____
Reference

_____
Tutorial
___X
Productivity Tool

_____
Gaming
_____
Simulation


_____
Discovery
____X
Problem Solving


_____ 
Other ________________________

Features:  (1=Good, 2=Fair, 3=Poor. Add Comments in the space provided.)
1  2  3 NA
On-line help  3 It has a help function that is very user friendly.

 
1  2  3 NA
Documentation  NA


 

1  2  3 NA
Technical support 1 This program is very easy to use and extremely easy to install and does not seem to conflict any existing programs.



1  2  3 NA
Re-teaching/review 3 Requires little review to be productive quickly.

1  2  3 NA
Instructions  3 Instructions can be downloaded in printable format to help guide initial start-up.


1  2  3 NA
Content 3 Any content area can use the program.  It is very adaptable and even has templates for specific concept development formats.


1  2  3 NA
Management options 2 The program can be used in several ways (small group, individual and large group).


1  2  3 NA
Feedback 3 Feedback is usually very positive.


1  2  3 NA
Bias free 3 The software can only produce what students input.


1  2  3 NA
User friendly  3 The program is very easy to understand.  Students usually only need an introduction to get started.


1  2  3 NA
Meets objectives 3 The program is adaptable to lessons prepared by any content teacher.


1  2  3 NA
Speed of operation 3 It will produce webs very quickly.
 

Overall assessment of Features:

Screen design: (1=Good, 2=Fair, 3=Poor. Add Comments in the space provided.)



1  2  3 NA
Readable 3 There are two versions of this program so the high school program adapts well.
 


1  2  3 NA
Visually pleasing  3  This product is as visually pleasing as the student’s imagination.


1  2  3 NA
Attention getting  3 Students love using this program and always comment on fun it was.


1  2  3 NA
Consistency of format  3 The format is consistent and the starting point is always the same.
Reviewed by: Diane C. Hart__________________________   
Recommended: 
_X__ yes
___ no

Cost Effective:
__X_ yes
___ no

Additional comments: I have used this program often and always have great results.  You can even copy a web created in Inspiration and paste it in a Powerpoint presentation.  A free trial can be downloaded from tomsnyder.com
