Software/Technology Evaluation Form

Program title:  Decisions, Decisions: The Environment

Version:
5.0


Publisher: Tom Synder Productions, Inc.

Vendor: 


Program cost: $149.95

License cost: $499.95

RAM Requirements: 8MB


Content area(s): Science & Social Studies

Grade/Ability Level:  5-10


Specific topic(s): Pollution, Land Use, Economics and Environment, Local and Global Environments


Equipment/Setup Requirements: (Check All that Apply)


Computer Platform:  _X__ PC _X__ MAC ___ Hybrid ___ Networkable


Distribution Format:   _X__Disk _X__ CD ___WWW 


Equipment Requirements:  _X__ Multimedia Capabilities ___ Internet Access ___ Other
 


Input Devices: _X__ mouse  __X_ keyboard/command  _X_ menu ___ Other 


Type of Application: (Check all that apply)


_____
Drill-and-Practice
_____
Reference

_____
Tutorial
_____
Productivity Tool

_____
Gaming
___X_ Simulation


_____
Discovery
___X
Problem Solving


_____ 
Other ________________________

Features:  (1=Good, 2=Fair, 3=Poor. Add Comments in the space provided.)
1  2  3 NA
On-line help – www.tomsynder.com

 
1  2  3 NA
Documentation


 

1  2  3 NA
Technical support – www.tomsynder.com



1  2  3 NA
Re-teaching/review  - booklets & worksheets

1  2  3 NA
Instructions – teacher resource guide


1  2  3 NA
Content – integrates both science and social studies


1  2  3 NA
Management options


1  2  3 NA
Feedback –review the possible solutions for different decisions


1  2  3 NA
Bias free


1  2  3 NA
User friendly  - the software menu is easy to use and follow


1  2  3 NA
Meets objectives – stated in resource guide and  some of the QCC standards


1  2  3 NA
Speed of operation – it is determined by the groups response
 

Overall assessment of Features:

Screen design: (1=Good, 2=Fair, 3=Poor. Add Comments in the space provided.)



1  2  3 NA
Readable – easy to read and understand but need at least a 5th grade reading level
 


1  2  3 NA
Visually pleasing  - contains colored graphics related to topic


1  2  3 NA
Attention getting – keeps the student engaged in decision making through constant discussion


1  2  3 NA
Consistency of format – each decision leads to another question until a possible outcome is achieved


Reviewed by: _Jack Duncan__________________________   
Recommended: 
__X_ yes
___ no

Cost Effective:
__X_ yes
___ no

Additional comments:

We worked through this program in one of my Intech classes at my school. It provided a lot of opportunity for cooperative learning among group members and involved critical thinking and problem solving skills. Everyone in the class enjoyed using the  software.
