Software/Technology Evaluation Form

Program title:   Tesselation Exploration

Version:  Publisher:  Tom Snyder Productions                   Vendor: Tom Snyder Productions
Program cost: $79.95                  License cost:  Included          RAM Requirements:  32MB is ok, 64 MB is recommended
Content area(s):  Math                                          
Grade/Ability Level: 3-Adult
Specific topic(s):  

Equipment/Setup Requirements: (Check All that Apply)


Computer Platform:  ___ PC ___ MAC ___ Hybrid __X_ Networkable


Distribution Format:  ___Disk __X_ CD ___WWW 


Equipment Requirements:  __X_ Multimedia Capabilities ___ Internet Access ___ Other
 


Input Devices: __X_ mouse  ___ keyboard/command  ___ menu ___ Other 


Type of Application: (Check all that apply)


_____
Drill-and-Practice
_____
Reference

___X_
Tutorial
___X__Productivity Tool

_____
Gaming
___X__
Simulation


___X_
Discovery
_____
Problem Solving


_____ 
Other ________________________

Features:  (1=Good, 2=Fair, 3=Poor. Add Comments in the space provided.)
1  2  3 NA
On-line help 3 (Poor) Some basic questions & answers are available online but not a lot of help.
1  2  3 NA
Documentation   NA

1 2  3 NA
Technical support 3 (Poor) none is available but is not necessary. The tutorial is self-explanatory!

1  2  3 NA
Re-teaching/review 2 (Fair) You can repeat the tutorial which is very interesting for re-teaching.
1  2  3 NA
Instructions  1 (Good) The initial page is easy to find the tutorial and after that it has very specific instructions.

1  2  3 NA
Content 1 (Good) The content is covered in several different ways!  Wonderful!

1  2  3 NA
Management options NA

1  2  3 NA
Feedback  NA

1  2  3 NA
Bias free NA

1  2  3 NA
User friendly 1 (Good)  This is an easy program to use!

1  2  3 NA
Meets objectives 1 (good) It meets the objective of  teaching, explaining, exploring and enjoying tessellations.

1  2  3 NA
Speed of operation 1 (good) The speed is immediate!  Every click meets immediate change!

Overall assessment of Features:

Screen design: (1=Good, 2=Fair, 3=Poor. Add Comments in the space provided.)



1  2  3 NA
Readable 1 (good) It contains little reading, but it is easy to read.

1  2  3 NA
Visually pleasing  1 (good) It is exciting and easy to look at

1  2  3 NA
Attention getting 1 (good) I did not want to stop creating tessellations-it's great!

1  2  3 NA
Consistency of format 1 (good) Extremely consistent!

Reviewed by:   Karen Jackson                       
Recommended: 
__X_ yes
___ no

Cost Effective:
___ yes
_x__ no

Additional comments:

This program is wonderful and I highly recommend it for teachers who teach tessellations every year. It is expensive and I do not feel the cost is justifiable to purchase this program for an occasional use. It would need to be purchased by a math teacher who would use it regularly. It is truly exciting, though!

