Software/Technology Evaluation Form

Program title:            MASH (Microsoft Agent Scripting Helper)                                   Version:       5.7
Publisher:      Bellcraft Technologies                                                        Vendor:   WWW.Bellcraft.com 

Program cost:   $29.00  (free 30 day trail version)                  License cost:  None              
RAM Requirements:   128k
Content area(s):   Interactive animation of walking and talking characters           Grade/Ability Level: Elementary thru adult


Specific topic(s):   Compose and playback features for hundreds of animated characters that can be used in numerous presentations
Equipment/Setup Requirements: (Check All that Apply)


Computer Platform:  _X__ PC _X__ MAC ___ Hybrid __X_ Networkable


Distribution Format:  ___Disk ___ CD __X_WWW 


Equipment Requirements:  __X_ Multimedia Capabilities _X__ Internet Access ___ Other
 


Input Devices: __X_ mouse  __X_ keyboard/command  _X__ menu ___ Other 


Type of Application: (Check all that apply)



Drill-and-Practice

Reference


Tutorial
X
Productivity Tool


Gaming
X
Simulation


X
Discovery

Problem Solving



Other: 

Features:  (1=Good, 2=Fair, 3=Poor. Add Comments in the space provided.)
1  2  3 NA
On-line help:  Help menus are good, but not extensive. (2) 

1  2  3 NA
Documentation:  A manual (pdf file) comes with the software that is easy to read and follow. Many tips and hints are included. (1)
1  2  3 NA
Technical support:  Not provided over the phone, but is provided via the web. The company responds quickly. (1)
1  2  3 NA
Re-teaching/review:  I do not think that this is applicable. (NA)
1  2  3 NA
Instructions:  Very clear and concise. Pull-down help menus provide excellent feedback. (1)
1  2  3 NA
Content:  The content is not extensive, but then, the program is simple and straightforward. (2)

1  2  3 NA
Management options:  The are many options available to custom program the characters you design. (1)
1  2  3 NA
Feedback:  NA
1  2  3 NA
Bias free:  No bias is detected in the program. (NA)
1  2  3 NA
User friendly:  Very mush so. Anyone can have fun with the program. (1)

1  2  3 NA
Meets objectives:  This program provides a great way to introduce technology and creates yet another way to provide some “spice” in PowerPoint 

                            presentations or other presentations. (1)
1  2  3 NA
Speed of operation:  There is no problem with the speed of operations. (1) 

Overall assessment of Features:  Very easy to use, clear menus guide you step by step. You must have Microsoft Agent software installed on your computer. The software is free, the characters are free. Windows operating systems from ME on have the software pre-installed, but not all characters are installed.
Screen design: (1=Good, 2=Fair, 3=Poor. Add Comments in the space provided.)



1  2  3 NA
Readable:  There is no problem with the reading of the screen design – very appealing. (1)

1  2  3 NA
Visually pleasing:  The software displays all the characters as they are programmed to make it visually appealing. (1)

1  2  3 NA
Attention getting:  There is no question! The software keeps your attention for hours! (1)
1  2  3 NA
Consistency of format:  The software provides excellent consistency throughout all of the interactive menus. (1) 

Reviewed by:  Kit Carson



Recommended: 
__X_ yes
___ no

Cost Effective:
_X__ yes
___ no

Additional comments:  I have used this software for years in my PowerPoint presentations. They grab the students attention, are fun to watch, and are easy to create. I have over 30 characters on my computer and not one of them has ever cost me a dime. For $29.00, the software is a bargain considering that free upgrades are included in the price forever. My elementary kids loved playing with the software and my adults love watching them do their thing! A great value!
