Software/Technology Evaluation Form

Program title: The Magic School Bus in Concert Activity Center

Version:



Publisher:  Microsoft -, Scholastic

Vendor:  Any


Program cost:  $14.95

License cost:
$14.95 for One computer


RAM Requirements: Computer/Processor PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="
PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="
PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="
Pentium 133 or higher processor PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="

Memory PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="
PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="
PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="
16 MBs of RAM for Windows 95 or 98; 32MB RAM for NT® Workstation version 4.0 or Windows 2000 PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="

Hard Disk PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="
PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="
PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="
15 MB available hard-disk space PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="

Drive PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="
PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="
PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="
Quad-speed or faster CD-ROM drive PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="

Display PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="
PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="
PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="
Super VGA, 256-color monitor PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="

Operating System PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="
PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="
PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="
Microsoft® Windows® 95 or later operating system or Microsoft Windows NT® workstation version 4.0 or later 

PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="
Peripheral PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="
PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="
PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="
Microsoft Mouse or compatible pointing device; 16-bit sound card PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="
Miscellaneous PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="
PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="
PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="
Headphones or speakers recommended; closed-captioned for the deaf or hard of hearing; 

printer optional PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="
 

Content area(s): Science/ Music
 
Grade/Ability Level:  ages 6-10


Specific topic(s):  Musical Instruments, how sounds are made, how sounds travel, critical thinking skills


Equipment/Setup Requirements: (Check All that Apply)


Computer Platform:  __X PC __X_ MAC ___ Hybrid ___ Networkable


Distribution Format:  ___Disk _X__ CD ___WWW 


Equipment Requirements:  __X_ Multimedia Capabilities ___ Internet Access ___ Other
 


Input Devices: __X_ mouse  ___ keyboard/command  ___ menu ___ Other 


Type of Application: (Check all that apply)


___X_
Drill-and-Practice
_____
Reference

_____
Tutorial
_____
Productivity Tool

___X_
Gaming
___X_
Simulation


__X__
Discovery
__X___
Problem Solving


_____ 
Other ________________________

Features:  (1=Good, 2=Fair, 3=Poor. Add Comments in the space provided.)
 On-line help  N/A

 
 Documentation    1 (good)


 

 Technical support   1 (good) Scholastic provides on-line tech support for their products.  http://www.scholastic.com/techsupport/swc.htm 

 Re-teaching/review 1 (good)  Opportunities for learning and repeated practice of concepts 
 Instructions  1 (good)

 Content  1(good) great tool to introduce and reinforce concepts of sounds.

 Management options  1 - there are 3 different levels in 4 of the games. Can be used on only one computer.

 Feedback   1 (good) Good feedback for correct and incorrect answers

 Bias free   N/A

 User friendly  1 (good) has closed captioning for the deaf and hard of hearing, easy for young students to follow directions and explore

 Meets objectives 1 (good)

 Speed of operation  1 (good) 

Overall assessment of Features:   In this software users will participate in activities that help them learn fascinating and fun facts about sounds.  Users can hear what different sounds do in different locations with the Acoust-O-Matic, play Name That Noise with Mikey Microphone, or learn how sound travels in the Wild Waves experiment; Opportunities are provided to stretch, shrink, and squeeze sound waves. A very user friendly piece of software for ages 6 - 10. (My 11 year old loved exploring the software!)

Screen design: (1=Good, 2=Fair, 3=Poor. Add Comments in the space provided.)



 Readable  1 (good)  limited reading is age appropriate for 6 -10 year old users.

 Visually pleasing   1 (good) bright colors, great graphics, good animation

 Attention getting  1 (good)  the colors and graphics immediately grab the attention of the user, All of the activities and games are engaging from the "get go".

 Consistency of format  1 (good)

Reviewed by: Suzanne Unger   
Recommended: 
__X_ yes
___ no

Cost Effective:
_X__ yes
___ no

Additional comments:   The Magic School Bus in Concert software is a great resource for the music teacher or classroom teacher who wants to integrate technology into teaching and learning about sounds and instruments. Kids are immediately engaged due to the popularity of the PBS TV show of the same name. The software utilizes the drawing power of games when students begin interacting with the activities. The price is another plus of using the software. It is not out of the reach of the average teachers' "paycheck".
