Software/Technology Evaluation Form

Program title:  Kidspiration

Version:
 1.0


Publisher:     Inspiration Software

Vendor:   Any


Program cost:   $69.00

License cost: $895.00 20 users



RAM Requirements:  8MB


Content area(s):   can be used in all areas

Grade/Ability Level:   K - 3


Specific topic(s):   thinking/-organizing skills


Equipment/Setup Requirements: (Check All that Apply)


Computer Platform:  __X_ PC _X__ MAC ___ Hybrid __X_ Networkable


Distribution Format:  ___Disk __X_ CD ___WWW 


Equipment Requirements:  _X__ Multimedia Capabilities ___ Internet Access ___ Other
 


Input Devices: __X_ mouse  _X__ keyboard/command  ___ menu ___ Other 


Type of Application: (Check all that apply)


_____
Drill-and-Practice
_____
Reference

_____
Tutorial
___X__
Productivity Tool

_____
Gaming
_____
Simulation


_____
Discovery
__X___
Problem Solving


_____ 
Other ________________________

Features:  (1=Good, 2=Fair, 3=Poor. Add Comments in the space provided.)
1  2  3 NA
On-line help 1(good) 

 
1  2  3 NA
Documentation 1(good)


 

1  2  3 NA
Technical support  - 1 (good)  has support available on-line as well as an 800 number that makes the company very accessible. http://www.inspiration.com/techsupport/index.cfm



1  2  3 NA
Re-teaching/review 1(good) allows lots of practice, students can expand their ideas into written expression..

1  2  3 NA
Instructions  1 (good) available on-line, through a manual, a page on the site devoted to frequently asked questions that deal with how to's. also has 800 number


1  2  3 NA
Content  1 (good) very good visual organizer for ideas, beginning writing skills, brainstorming, mapping skills


1  2  3 NA
Management options  - Has audio supported menus, buttons and other text for non-readers 


1  2  3 NA
Feedback  N/A

1  2  3 NA
Bias free  N/A


1  2  3 NA
User friendly  2 (fair)  Takes some time and practice to understand how to use all the aspects of this program


1  2  3 NA
Meets objectives 1 (good)


1  2  3 NA
Speed of operation   1 (good)
 

Overall assessment of Features: Kidspiration builds on visual learning to help kids develop and organize their ideas.  Through the software students and teachers can create original pictorial graphs and maps as well as use provided activities in the areas of  reading and writing, social studies and science. There are many other  ready made activities using the software available on-line through the publishers web site.  Through the teacher "menu" the teacher can record personalized sounds into the program, and import graphics. The menus, buttons and other text are audio-supported. Students can use the picture view to organize ideas and then with a simple click can change to the writing view where the pictures are changed into words.

Screen design: (1=Good, 2=Fair, 3=Poor. Add Comments in the space provided.)



1  2  3 NA
Readable 1(good)  
 


1  2  3 NA
Visually pleasing  1 (good)  Uses bright colors and age appropriate graphics


1  2  3 NA
Attention getting  1 (good)


1  2  3 NA
Consistency of format  1 (good)


Reviewed by: Suzanne Unger   
Recommended: 
__X_ yes
___ no

Cost Effective:
_X_ yes
___ no

Additional comments:
